
It is hard to believe that the summer is really over, but we are back in full swing and ready for an exciting 

school year at Nantucket Elementary!  

Our theme for this year will be “We are better together!” Each of us has special talents, experiences, and tra-

ditions that make our school community strong. It is our hope that throughout the school year, we will all 

come together and show how Nantucket Elementary is truly better together! 

We have had some staffing changes and added a few new members to our team during the summer.  The 

following is an update of the changes and additions: 

 Gabrielle Cinq Mars, 1st grade 

 Tory Harbach, 1st grade 

 Chelsea DiVenanzio, 2nd grade 

 Tina Gray, 2nd grade 

 Mariam Ahmed, 4th grade 

 Pamela Cartee, 5th grade 

 KC Rellihan, Reading 

 Katie Jenkins, Music 

 Michelle Burns, P.E. 

 Jessica Kless, Strings 

 Kaitlyn Kramer, Resource 

 Lindsey Goodrich, Resource 

 Gabrielle Conley, School Counselor 

 Tara Luecking, School Counselor 

Regular school-home communication will continue throughout the year in the form of monthly school news-

letters, specific grade level updates, as well as PTA news and events. Please check the Mark Your Calendar 

section of the newsletter for important upcoming dates.  

Just a reminder this is the last paper copy of the newsletter that all students will receive. We will be 

posting the monthly newsletter on the school website. A message through the Connect-Ed system will 

go out as well.  

Our staff has diligently prepared for the upcoming school year and is off to a great start. We look forward to 

an outstanding year for our students! 

    Sincerely, 

     Alexis McKay, Principal 

     Megan Edwards, Assistant Principal 
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September  3rd  NO SCHOOL– Labor Day 

   4th First Day of  School-  Grades 1-5 

    Kindergarten Conferences 

   5th Kindergarten Conferences  

   6th Staggered entrance for kindergarten 

   7th Staggered entrance for kindergarten 

   10th Staggered entrance for kindergarten 

   11th First Day  of  School for ALL Kindergarten 

    Back to School Night, 6:30 pm 

   12th PTA Meeting, 6:30 pm 

   13th Fall Pictures 

   18th PTA Spirit Night at Ledo’s  

    27th-28th Camp Woodlands, Kindergarten  

Mark Your Calendar 

Vision & Core Values 

During the 2017-18 school year, the staff came together to revisit our Vision and Core Values. During this year 

long process, we reflected on where Nantucket has been since the opening of the school in 2008 and where we 

want to go in the future. This reflection led us to our new Vision and Core Values for Nantucket Elementary.  

Our Vision at Nantucket Elementary: 

Empower Every Starfish to be a Life Long Learner.  

Our Core Values: 

 Build Caring Relationships 

 Embrace & Celebrate Diversity  

 Be Kind  

 Show Perseverance 



PBIS  

 

This year, Nantucket Elementary will become a PBIS school.  PBIS stands for Positive Behavior 
Intervention and Supports.  PBIS is a framework for reinforcing appropriate behavior by accentu-
ating the positive.  Children are encouraged to make good choices that ensure the safety of  others 
and respect for the learning environment. 

Teachers will reward appropriate behaviors in a variety of  ways, including utilizing Class DOJO.  
Through this online application, students receive DOJO points for appropriate behavior.  They 
can then ‘spend’ these points on rewards in the classroom.  Verbal reminders, think time, counsel-
ing and logical consequences are used to discourage inappropriate behavior.  Parents will be noti-
fied of  inappropriate behavior that occurs at school so that we can work together closely to modi-
fy and correct unacceptable behavior.  

It is essential that parents reinforce our behavioral expectations at home.  The staff  and I will 
maintain close contact and open communication with families in order to ensure that every child 
has the chance to benefit from the instructional program in a safe, caring environment. 

 

Nantucket Expectations: 

  

Respect Learning 

Students will demonstrate respect for learning by participating appropriately in class activities, 
staying focused on work and following all adult directions. 

Respect Ourselves 

Students will demonstrate respect for themselves by listening carefully, controlling personal behav-
ior and completing all assignments to the best of  their ability.  

Respect Others 

Students will demonstrate respect for others by working cooperatively, using positive language, 
showing empathy and treating others as they would like to be treated (no bullying). 

Respect Property 

Students will demonstrate respect for our school by taking care of  their classroom materials, keep-
ing their classrooms neat and organized and using all school facilities appropriately.  

 

Starfish stay in the LOOP by respecting: 

Learning 

Ourselves 

Others 

Property 

Starfish Scoop 
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Arrival and Dismissal Safety 

Please keep in mind that student safety is our top priority.  We ask that all parents be patient and be aware of 

their surroundings and the children moving about.   

All car riders should plan to arrive between 8:45-8:55 to ensure that your student is in the classroom by 9:00.   

Students should be prepared to exit the car immediately, so as to keep the flow of traffic moving. Drivers should 

not exit the car.  If you choose to walk your student to the entrance, please park in the parking lot and utilize 

crosswalks to walk your student to the front entrance. Once all buses have cleared the bus loop, it will be opened 

up for cars to drop off in the morning. 

All students, Kindergarten through 5th grade, will line up on the front sidewalk at the entrance of the school.  

The bell will ring at 8:45 and students will begin entering the building at that point.  

Dismissal will begin at 3:25pm.  All Kindergarten students will exit out the Kindergarten wing door by the bus 

loop.  Teachers will walk them to their appropriate dismissal area.  Bus riders and daycare van riders will exit out 

the front door to the bus loop where the buses will be waiting.  Car riders will be dismissed to the side of the 

building.  Please have your name tag on your visor clearly displayed.  Staff members will be calling for the stu-

dents to come out and meet you at the car.  Again, this will operate as a ‘Hug and Hop’ lane where staff will be 

there to get students safely into cars.  Walkers will be dismissed through the main entrance and the back door, 

depending where they live.  Students who are not picked up at dismissal, will be taken to the main office.  You 

will need to walk in through our main entrance to sign out your child.   

Our school hours for this year will be 9:00-3:25.  We will have staff on duty from 8:45-9:00.  All students are  
expected to be in their classrooms by 9:00 so as to not be marked tardy.  Students should not arrive before 
8:45 as no supervision is provided. 

School Hours and Transportation 

Tuesday, September 11th is our annual Back to School Night. The evening will begin at 6:30 pm with a welcome 

from the administration and PTA.   Following the welcome, there will be two classroom information sessions in 

which you will have the opportunity to learn more about your child’s academic programs and daily routines.  

Back to School Night 

All of the students will be coming home today with a “First Day Folder”.  This folder contains important forms 
and information to begin the school year.  Please be sure to return forms that need to be filled out to the class-
room teachers, in the white folder. On TUESDAYS, all school communication and PTA information will come 
home in this folder.  We are hoping this will streamline our communication process. 

All students will also be given a purple “Communicator” folder.  This will be used daily for homework and class-
work.   

First Day Folders & Weekly Communication 
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Breakfast and Lunch 

If parents want to provide a birthday treat at school, it has to be served during the students’ lunch and it cannot 

be candy.  Cupcakes and cookies are acceptable treats but will be served during the last five (5) minutes of lunch.  

All items must be store bought. Please be sure there are enough treats for all students in your child’s home-

room. Should you have any questions regarding the wellness policy, contact Ms. McKay or Ms. Edwards.  

Snacks will be available for purchase on Tuesdays and Thursdays only.  

Lunch Times 

Breakfast /Lunch Prices 

Breakfast (all schools)  $ 1.50 

Lunch (elementary)  $ 2.75 

Milk (a la carte)   $  .55 

Reduced Price Breakfast  $  .30 

Reduced Price Lunch  $  .40 

Grade 1  10:45-11:10 

Grade 2  11:15-11:40 

Grade 4  11:45-12:10 

Kindergarten  12:15-12:40 

Grade 3  12:45-1:10 

Grade 5  1:15-1:40 

Bus + Vans Riders — Those students on Bus 142 or riding a daycare van 

Car Riders — Those students whose ride is using the car rider lane  

Walkers — Those students who are walking or biking home. This group also is for students whose adult is parking 

 in the parking lot and retrieving the student from the front entrance.  

Aftercare — Those students who attend aftercare at Nantucket through Recs and Parks.  

Dismissal Groups 

Breakfast will be served from 8:45-9:00 

If you would like to apply for school meal benefits (free or reduced price lunches), please go to 

www.applyformeals.aacps.org. The application is online at this site. Families who received who received benefits 

last year, must complete a new application this year. If you do not have access to a computer, please contact the 

school office for assistance.  

http://www.applyformeals.aacps.org
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Enter Your PIN for All Food Purchases 

All students are required to enter their six-digit student identification number to purchase school meals and/or a la 
carte items.  This is required for cash sales as well. School staff has provided each child with an index card to help 
them learn their number and will provide assistance as all students get used to this procedure. 

 

It’s the same number students use for: 

   - School Lunch   - School Breakfast 

   - School Technology  - School Testing 

   - Media Center 

You can put money on your child’s account by: 

 - Sending a check or money (in envelope) with your child to turn into their homeroom teacher. 

 - Going to myparentsplus.com. Please note there is a charge to put money onto the student account from 

   your credit card.  

AACPS Parent/Student Handbook 

Your child should have brought home an AACPS Student/ Parent Handbook. 
This booklet contains important information regarding the Code of       Conduct, 
policies and regulations of Anne Arundel County Public Schools.  Teachers have 
reviewed relevant information with the students, including the Code of Conduct.  
Please discuss the information in the handbook with your   children and sign and 
return the Acknowledgement of Review form found on the first page of the Student 
Handbook.  Please keep this booklet as a reference for     questions that may arise 
throughout the year. 

Emergency Drills 

During each school year, various drills are conducted at every school to ensure that staff and students are pre-

pared in the event of an emergency. These drills include monthly fire/evacuation drills. 

There are also drills with scenarios developed by the school system’s Office of School Security that we practice 

each year. These include, but are not limited to: evacuation for natural gas emergencies; shelter for       tornado 

and earthquake; shelter for outside hazardous materials release; lockout for danger outside of the school building; 

reverse evacuation back into the school for students and staff outside; and lockdown for a person with a weapon 

inside of the school.  

These drills are discussed with staff prior to the drill, and evaluated once the drill is complete. In some cases, the 

drills may be discussed with students before they take place.  
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Nantucket Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system. It covers selected interior and exterior 

public portions of the building and grounds. It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is monitored during emergen-

cy situations. During certain events, when the safety or security of students may be in question,  authorized per-

sonnel from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may be given access to view images projected on 

the camera system. If you have any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security 

at 410-222-5083. 

Cameras 

Notice to Parents and Visitors 

All parents/visitors must report to the office before proceeding into the school.  The safety of all students 

and staff in Anne Arundel County Public Schools is of utmost importance to all of us.  Our school will be contin-

uing to utilize our system for checking in all visitors.  The system is called V Soft by RaptorWare. When you visit 

our school for the first time, you will be asked to present a government-issued photo ID to a staff person in the 

school office.  This card will be scanned and the following information will be collected:  your photo, your name, 

and your date of birth.  This information will be utilized to check you in, create an ID badge, and compare your 

information against sexual offender databases throughout the country.  If your name appears on any of the lists 

or you refuse to allow the use of your ID, you will not be allowed access to the school.  On future visits to a 

school, in which you have previously registered, you will only be asked to show your ID as your name will be se-

lected from an existing list of previous visitors.  You will also be asked to sign out with the office upon leaving 

the school so that we know you are no longer in the building.  You will be required to check into the system even 

if you are only coming to school to pick up your child.  The information collected will not be shared outside of 

the school and is kept on a secure server.   

We ask that you say your morning goodbyes at the front door and allow your child to proceed to his/her class 

independently.  We also ask that you help your child be responsible for bringing all materials needed       every-

day, including lunches, instruments and homework.  Forgotten items can be brought to the main office and will 

be delivered to your child by a staff member.  Your cooperation in this security effort is greatly appreciated.  

Should you have any questions, please contact Doyle Batten, Supervisor of School Security, 410-222-5083, or 
jdbatten@aacps.org . 

mailto:ryatsuk@aacps.org
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Federal Impact Aid Surveys 

On Friday, September 28, 2018, your child will bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form.  Please assist 

us by filling out the information requested on the form and return it to Nantucket Elementary. 

The U.S. Department of Education is now allowing a multiple child form. Therefore, AACPS has designed a 

form that will allow two children’s names for your convenience.  Should you have more than two children, 

please utilize a second form that you can either obtain from the school or download from the AACPS website 

at www.aacps.org/students. Also, please note that the complete address of the Parent/Guardian’s Employer if 

they work on Federal Property, the complete address of the Federal Property on which they work, and 

each survey form must be signed and dated by the Parent/Guardian.  The Federal Impact Aid Survey 

form for 2018-2019 will be available to download on September 28, 2018.  We will also be using our Connect-

Ed Automated Telephone Notification System to remind everyone about the significance of completing and 

returning this survey.  The school system receives approximately $2 million in funding from the Federal gov-

ernment in support of our children after the forms are processed.   

Thank you in advance for your support and assistance.  Should you have any questions regarding this infor-

mation, please call 410-222-5200. 

Attendance 

Regular school attendance is an important factor in student success. As a parent, you can encourage proper attend-

ance by ensuring that your child gets adequate rest, eats a healthy breakfast, and has adequate time to catch the 

school bus or walk to school. 

There are lawful reasons for absence from school. Whenever your child is absent, you must provide a note of ex-

planation to the school within three days of your child’s return to school. Absences of five consecutive days or 

more require a physician’s note.  

School hours are from 9:00 until 3:25. Students who walk or are driven to school should plan to arrive between 

8:45-8:55.   Students cannot be dropped off before 8:45, as there is no supervision until this time. All students 

are expected to be in their classrooms by 9:00,  so as not to be marked tardy.  

 ·  
The Anne Arundel County Public School System does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, national origin, religion, disability, sexual 

orientation or familial status in matters affecting employment or in providing access to programs.  Questions regarding nondiscrimination should 

be directed to Mr. Leslie Stanton, Specialist in Human relations, Anne Arundel County Public Schools, 2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, MD 21401:   

410-222-5318; TDD 410-222-5500.  

http://www.aacps.org


2018-19 Nantucket Elementary Staff  
Alexis McKay   Principal  

Megan Edwards  Assistant Principal 

Jennifer Newton  Principal’s Secretary 

Andrea Harford  Secretary 

Atrice Sewell   Secretary 

Marjorie Woodings  Secretary 

Gabrielle Conley  School Counselor 

Tara Luecking   School Counselor 

Allyson Cabradillia  Reading Teacher 

KC Rellihan   Reading Teacher 

 

Kelly Barron   Kindergarten 

Megan Farrell   Kindergarten 

Amy Ray   Kindergarten 

Kali Schoonmaker  Kindergarten 

Michele Webb   Kindergarten 

Nicole White   Kindergarten 

Dawn Fay   Kindergarten TA 

Lauren Smith   Kindergarten TA 

Renee Starks   Kindergarten TA 

 

Lindsay Childs   First Grade 

Gabrielle Cinq Mars  First Grade 

Tory Harbach   First Grade 

Sarah Huse   First Grade 

Mary Beth Kujan  First Grade 

Holly Ware   First Grade 

 

Ophelia Baker   Second Grade 

Chelsea DiVenanzio  Second Grade 

Tina Gray   Second Grade 

Brittany Oliver   Second Grade 

Lauren Pickering   Second Grade 

 

Tiffany Bennett  Third Grade 

Diana Briemann  Third Grade 

Anna Costello   Third Grade 

Jamie Grimason  Third Grade 

Erin Roller   Third Grade 

Ali Scholten   Third Grade 

 

Mariam Ahmed  Fourth Grade 

Shayne Gifford   Fourth Grade 

Ashlee Fredericks  Fourth Grade 

Ashley Pinder   Fourth Grade 

Corinne Sanders  Fourth Grade 

 

Pamela Cartee   Fifth Grade 

Hannah Chisholm  Fifth Grade 

Megan Robey   Fifth Grade 

Emily Slear   Fifth Grade 

Kelly Spadaro   Fifth Grade 

 

Lindsey Goodrich  Special Education 

Jessie Greenwell  Special Education 

Katie Sheehy   Special Education 

Margaret Porschet  Special Education TA 

Kate Jones   School Psychologist 

Katie Doxzon   Speech Pathologist 

Charity Gleeson/Kristin Yip Occupational Therapist 

Amy Hicks   Physical Therapist 

 

Michelle Burns   Physical Education 

David Summey   Physical Education 

Katie Jenkins   Music 

Leah Murthy   Music 

Rebecca Ritenour  Band 

Jessica Kless   Strings 

Madelaine Burger  Art 

Brandi David   Art 

Mandy Wilkins   Media 

Cindy Novak   Media 

Rachel Bawks   Media TA 

Shannon Parker  Right Start Advisor 

Sharon Doda   Computer Tech 

Jessica Allman   English Acquisition 

Margaret Abaandou  Nurse 

Dodie Daily   Health Assistant 

Kevin Randolph  Pupil Personnel Worker 

 

Jerraine Fuller   Chief Custodian 

Terrence Allen   Custodian 

Diana Pappadoulis  Custodian 

Carla Parker   Custodian 

Sharon Groves   Cafeteria Manager 

 

Elizabeth Argo-Willbanks TSA 

Jennifer Denton   TSA 

Michelle Rolon   TSA 
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